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From the Superintendent’s Desk 

 

 The summer is always a busy time as we prepare our buildings for the next school year, but 

2011 will be especially busy as the district completes the construction of the new high school, con-

tinues work on the classroom addition at East Elementary, and reconfigures all of our 4 buildings 

in preparation for the beginning of the school year in August of 2011. 

 Remember that the new grade configuration, part of the long range facilities plan developed 

4 years ago, realigns the grades in all of our buildings.  West Elementary will house Preschoolers, 

1st grade, and 2nd grade; East Elementary will house 3rd grade, 4th grade, and 5th grade; the current 

7-12 building will become a 6th grade, 7th grade, and 8th grade middle school; while the 9th grade, 

10th grade, 11th grade and 12th grade will move to the new high school. 

 With the completion of construction and the shift in grade alignment, all of our buildings 

will have classrooms to grow into.  This will accommodate student growth in the district for a num-

ber of years.  Ballard anticipates continued and steady growth into the foreseeable future.  The dis-

trict has grown between 7 and 60 students each year for the past 9 years and growth between 20 

and 50 students per year is projected. 

 Although change can be difficult, it presents far more opportunities than challenges.  With 

the help and understanding of staff, students, parents, and district patrons, Ballard will start the 

new school year at the dawn of a new era.  We thank you again for your loyal and constant support 

as we strive, with you, to educate the whole child and empower all learners. 

 

John Speer, Superintendent 

Ballard Community Schools 



  

 2 

     Story County Food Drive      
     The free and reduced lunch rate continues to climb in Story County. Children 
won’t receive that meal in school during the summer. Join us in stocking the food 
pantries. This year Monsanto has partnered with United Way of Story County. For 
each pound of food you donate, Monsanto will donate $1, up to $10,000! Drop off 
your donations at one of the participating businesses listed on our website. 

 
 

Six Third Grade Students Start a No Smoking Club 

 

This article was written by Abbie Boeding, Jenna Hernandez, Logan Conley, 

Cheryl Blackmer, Ellie Twedt, and Sailor Bernholtz as one of the projects they de-

cided to do in the No Smoking Club. 

 Smoking can do a lot of things to you like lung cancer, wrinkled skin, hear-

ing and vision loss, and a lot more.  Smoking makes the heart pump harder, and 

that’s not good for the heart.  Smoking is really bad for your lungs.  From your 

first puff, it begins to start chipping away at the lungs.  Some of the effects of 

smoking are cancer in the mouth and gum disease.  Others are tooth decay and 

yellow staining on the teeth.  Heartburn and bad breath can also be caused by 

smoking.   

Cigarette butts are one of the biggest causes of pollution on beaches, About 1,500 

children die each year by fires in homes caused by cigarette butts.  Cigarette in-

dustries have the technology to make self-extinguishing cigarettes but they don’t 

use it!   

We want to save the environment and stop all kinds of pollution and fires.  We 

also want to keep you healthy.  So we ask that you not smoke.  Thank you! 
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Ballard Youth Football Parents Meeting 
Please do not forget to attend one of the parent meetings to be held at 3C's on   

Saturday, July 30th at 10am or  

Tuesday, August 2nd at 6:30pm . 

This meeting is mandatory for all parents of BYF 2011 participants. 

Questions or concerns may be directed to Rod DeReus at ballardjets@gmail.com 

or call 865-3708. 

 

Please watch your mailbox for 

the July issue of Ballard Dimen-

sions which will contain back-to-

school information as well as  

registration forms! 

 

 

If you have not already done so, 

please return the transportation 

form that was sent home in May 

as soon as possible.  A form must 

be returned for EACH student in 

the district. 

Ballard East Perfect Attendance! 

 

Colin Anderson, Abigail Catus, Gabbie 

Ford, Teresa Hannasch, Jonathan 

Konfrst, Bradley Long, Grace Long, 

Cadynce Mather, Erin Miklus, Clayton 

Poots, Mathew Rayman, Brandon Schil-

ling, Sarah Stolte, Will Stolte, Sam Upah, 

Hayden Van Maaren, Bill White,  

Cade Wilson, Seth Wohlgemuth. 

 

2 Years:  Colin Anderson, Teresa Hannasch, 

Brandon Schilling. 

3 Years Clayton Poots, Bill White 

 

mailto:ballardjets@gmail.com
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Ballard East Student Council 2010-2011 
 

1st Semester  4B-Spencer Catus/Joselyn Waelti-Johnson 

                            4F Erik Ledet, Grace Long 

                            4L Emma Jensen, Walker Thomas 

                            4M Renee Houlette, Max Olsan 

                            4R Ryan Ledet, Hannah Elliott 
 

                          5F Ashton Leonard, Shilo Nelson 

                            5J Mikayla Reitgraf, Codey Erickson 

                            5MJ Nolan Payne, Dana Edleman 

                            5O Victoria McMullen, Broc Bohning 

                            5W Anna Zielke, Caleb Purcell 
   

                          6A Bryce Young, Sabrina Lang 

                            6B  Alyssa Neis, Kaleb Wohlgemuth 

                            6M Jackson Olson, Alexis Glenn 

                            6MZ Olivia Finn, Taylor Roberts 

                            6S Lesli Carney, Adam Orgler 

 

2nd Semester   4B Caleb Hamerlinck, Samantha Mosher 

                            4F Reese Huen, Ashley Kahler 

                            4L Jack Wagner, Sarah Dougherty 

                            4M Brooks Fleischmann, Anna Campbell 

                            4R Jessie Oler, Hunter Rose 

  

                            5F Clay Estrem, Kari Holmes 

                            5J Charity Ransom, Josh Borg 

                            5MJ Brooke Haessig, Hunter Penton 

                            5O Nicole Watters, Griffin Rowe 

                            5W Kate Reitz, Tate Battani 

 

                            6A Kylee Shulte, Wade Stocksleger 

                           6B Kaitlyn Vasey, Daisean Brooks 

                           6M Madison Vincent, Ryder Neys 

                           6MZ Jack Baumhover, Abbey Carlin 

                           6S Jessica Norris, Evan Williams 
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IOWA PRIVATE COLLEGE WEEK 
August 1 – 5, 2011 

 

The best way to investigate Iowa private colleges and universities is in person.  Iowa 

Private College Week from August 1 through August 5 is designed to help you do that 

and save money. Application fees will be waived at any of the institutions you visit or at 

any of the 29 private colleges and universities if you visit three or more during the 

week.  Campus tours and information sessions will be held twice each day, at 9:00 a.m. 

and 1:30 p.m. 
 

To arrange visits, contact participating private colleges.  Peggy Wilson in the guidance office 

can provide toll free phone numbers.  Call her at 597-2977, ext. 400.  You can also register 

online. at www.thinkindependently.com. 

2011 Summer Driver’s Education 
 

Summer Driver’s Education class will start on Monday, June 6.  Class will meet Monday - Thursday 
mornings from 7:00 – 9:30 in room 117 (Mrs. Shannan’s science room at the northwest corner of 
the middle school).  Driving partners and driving times will be assigned during the first classroom 
period.  Students need to bring their current valid driving permit along with a pencil and paper to 
class.  Classroom hours will be completed by June 23.  Additional driving time for students will run 
well into July. 
 

Deadline for 2011 Fall Semester 
DMACC PSEO CLASSES 

The deadline for students planning to 
take any PSEO classes from DMACC 
this fall is July 22.  You must get in 
contact with Mrs. Yeager for her to 
submit your paperwork if you have 

not already done so.  Contact her via 
email at: lyeager@ballard.k12.ia.us 

Class of 2011 Graduation Pictures 
 

Pictures taken of this year’s Class of 2011 
graduates receiving their diplomas may 
be picked up at the high school after June 
15. 

ATTENTION:  JUNIORS 
 

The PSAT test will be given at Ballard High School on Wednesday, October 12, 2011.  This test is im-

portant for juniors because it is the first step in qualifying to be a National Merit Scholar. 
 

In early September, information regarding the PSAT test will be provided to all juniors.  Students who 

do not sign up for the PSAT in September will not be guaranteed a test.  

http://www.thinkindependently.com/
mailto:lyeager@ballard.k12.ia.us
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The following Ballard Junior High 8th grade students received the President’s 

Education Award for Outstanding Academic Excellence.  Students must maintain 

a 3.5 GPA during their 7th & 8th grade years. 

 

Austin Allaire 

Hannah Astarita 

Lindsey Baldus 

Annah Begg 

Ellie Begg 

Alyssa Black Bear 

Brandon Brown 

Rylee Cahill 

Elvis Calvert 

Nathan Carlin 

Hannah Carmon 

Valerie Charter 

Ben Claussen 

Kyle Davis 

Will Douglas 

Shelby Drummond 

Kelli Emerson 

Garth Flaming 

Sam Fletcher 

Kayeleigh Ford 

Elijah Hartog 

Jacob Herrin 

Kathryn Holly 

Sarah Hugee 

 

Marcus Johnson 

Mikayla Jones 

Hannah Kauble 

Sydney Knight 

Quentin Luke 

Jacob Malone 

Kade McVicker 

Aidan Perry 

Alexandra Petersen 

Taylor Rayman 

Nathan Russell 

Lauren Schmidt 

Shania Schmidt 

Reagan Sesker 

Madeline Sheldahl 

Alex Silberstein 

Rachael Soder 

Maria Sorenson 

Sydney Tatam 

Olivia Thomas 

Jacob Torkelson 

Zachery Upah 

Cole Wilson  
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Please be sure to check the Ballard activity 
calendar to stay up to date with what is 
happening in the district this summer! 

 
www.ballard.k12.ia.us 

Select the Activity Calendar tab on the 
right hand side of the page. 

Ballard School District Phone Numbers 
Ballard West Elementary (Grades EK-3)                               Administration Office 
105 E. Main, Slater, Iowa                                                                                        602 N. Main Ave, Huxley, Iowa 
Attendance Reporting            228-3890                               Superintendent                        597-2811 

Office                                       228-3890                               Business Manager                   597-2975 

Fax                                          228-3892                                Fax                                           597-2965 

Bus Riding Changes              228-3890 

 

Ballard East Elementary (Grades 4-6) 
505 W. 4th, Cambridge, Iowa 

Attendance Reporting            220-4306                              Other District Numbers 

Office                                       220-4306                              Bus Barn                                 597-2979 

Fax                                          220-4310                              Success Center                       597-2970 

Bus Riding Changes              220-4306                              Taher, Inc (HS Kitchen)         597-2978 

                                                                                              West Kitchen                           228-3893 

Ballard Jr-Sr High (Grades 7-12)                                 East Kitchen                           220-4893 
509 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa                                                                                        
Attendance Reporting           597-2971 (ext 307)               

Office                                      597-2971  

Fax                                         597-2964                                Ballard Website- 
Principal’s Secretary             597-2971 (ext 301)                www.ballard.k12.ia.us 

Activities Secretary               597-2971 (ext 302) 

Guidance /Registration         597-2971 (ext 400)                

Guidance Fax                         597-2818 

 

Attendance/Bus Riding Changes 
The preferred way to contact all building sites regarding your child’s absence or to report bus 

riding changes is via an email to attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us.   


