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From the Superintendent’s Desk 
 

***Winter Weather Will Be Here Before We Know It*** 

I wanted to take a few minutes as we approach the winter weather season to talk about inclem-

ent weather, how it affects schools, and how decisions regarding delays, cancellations, and early-outs 

are made. 

 In Iowa, we see an entire range of weather in any given year.  Fog, Ice, Snow, Sleet, all can and 

do play havoc with driving conditions throughout the school year.  As a school district we always evalu-

ate current weather conditions, weather forecasts, and actual road conditions when considering any 

sort of delay, cancellation, or early-out. 

 With every weather related decision, safety is our biggest concern—for buses, parents driving, 

and student drivers.  We feel a great sense of responsibility in determining whether road conditions are 

safe for travel and ask that parents and students pay special attention to our local media outlets, our 

web site (www.ballard.k12.ia.us), or the State’s school alert system when winter weather threatens. 

It is extremely important that each family, especially those with elementary students, have a 

plan in place in the event of a delay, cancellation, or early-out.  Please go over this plan with your stu-

dent(s) so that they know what to do if weather forces a change in school attendance. 

 As a district, we try to make delay and cancellation decisions as early as possible in the morning 

so that parents and staff can begin to plan their day.  Periodically, weather conditions change so rap-

idly that it is impossible to make a weather related decision as early as we would like, but know that 

we will always make decisions with safety in mind. 

 The list below, contains the local media outlets we will use for weather related information—

please note the list closely as it does change slightly from year to year. 
 

Television:    

WHO-TV 13, KCCI-TV 8, WOI-TV 5 
 

Radio: 

WHO-1040am; KMXD-100.3fm; KLYF-106.3fm; KISS-107.5fm; KIOA-93.3fm; KLTI-104.1fm; KSTZ-

102.5fm; KRNT-1350am; KAZR-13fm; KXTK-940am 
 

State Program: 

School Alerts-- Go to https://schoolalerts.iowa.gov 

**WHO-TV, KCCI-TV 8, and School Alerts are the first three media contacts alerted regarding inclem-

ent weather. 

https://schoolalerts.iowa.gov/
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 If you need assistance providing food for       
your family, there are food pantries located           
in Cambridge, Huxley and Slater/Sheldahl.      
For more information on their guidelines,    

please visit the United Way of Story County                                                                                       

website at www.uwstory.org.  

                                 Click on Partnerships, then Resources.  

Wishing Tree Project Helps Families for the Holidays 

at the Ballard Community Clothes Pantry in Huxley 

 

The Clothes Pantry ―Wishing Tree Project‖ will begin the 2010 Holiday Season of Giving 

on Sunday, November 21 and continue through Sunday December 5.  Residents liv-

ing in the Ballard School District are eligible to request assistance with buying  gifts for 

their children.  Community members should come in during open hours and fill out a 

"Wish List‖ and put it on the tree.   
 

 Pantry hours are: Sundays 1 -3 P.M., Wednesdays 4 – 6, P.M. and Saturdays 10 – 12 A.M.   
 

Community members wanting to fulfill these wishes should also come in during these days 

and take a ―list‖ home to purchase some of the items requested.    
 

Gifts purchased need to be  returned to the pantry by Saturday  December 11.   It is 

up to the individual whether or not to wrap the gifts.  It is recommended to put gifts in a 

large bag along with wrapping paper and tape as well as the list/glove they selected.  Par-

ents then could wrap the gifts themselves.    
 

 Gifts may be picked up by families at the pantry on December 12 , 15, or 18 dur-

ing open hours, unless other arrangements have been made. 
 

For questions about the project or to select a family if these hours do not work, call Jeriann 

McLaughlin @ 597-2971 Ext: 207 at Ballard High School or email jmclaugh-

lin@ballard.k12.ia.us 

The pantry is located behind Ballard Creek Retirement Center on  

North Hwy 69 in  

http://www.uwstory.org/
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Principal’s View:  November 2010 
 

Ballard teacher receives state level award! 

 Congratulations go out to Catherine Mein, High School World History Teacher, who re-

cently accepted the Iowa Council for Social Studies Teacher of The Year Award!  Ms. Mein has 

been extremely active at the state level within this organization.  She has represented Ballard 

High School in exemplary fashion and deserves this wonderful recognition! 

Conference Time! 

 How can it be fall conference time already?  One might say that this absolutely gor-

geous fall weather makes time fly. Remember that conferences are scheduled from 4-8 PM on 

both Wednesday, November 3, and Thursday, November 4.  There will be NO SCHOOL on 

Friday, November 5.  We look forward to visiting with parents about their young adult’s pro-

gress in school. 

 Thanks to all the parents out there who regularly attend conferences.  Over the past 

decade we have averaged over 98% attendance at our conferences.  We are very fortunate that 

our communities support our school system.  A huge shout out to all of our families! 

 

John Ronca, Principal 

Ballard Junior/Senior High School 

Join Impact! 
     Impact is free a afterschool program sponsored by Youth and 

Shelter Services, Inc. It is open to all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade stu-

dents.  Once parents fill out a registration packet found in the school 

offices, students are welcome to attend Monday-Thursday from 3:00-

5:00.  Impact is held in room #123 at the Jr. High; 6th graders can 

easily take the bus over to our building.  All students may ride the ac-

tivity bus at 5pm which runs to Slater and Cambridge. Our after-

noons are filled with snacks, fun activities, volunteering, and we try 

to make time for homework too!  Encourage your student to come to 

Impact, where they will enjoy a safe and comfortable space full of fun 

and educational opportunities.  Feel free to contact Molly FitzPatrick, 

Site Supervisor, at mfitzpatrick@yss.ia.us or 515-451-8250.  

mailto:mfitzpatrick@yss.ia.us
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7th and 8th grade vocal music 
 
     The junior high chorus kids are well on their way to another fabulous year full of sing-

ing, dancing, and having fun!  Many kids auditioned for OPUS this year.  The following 

students made OPUS and will sing at the concert on Thursday, November 18 at CY 

Stephens in Ames.  Tyler Ronca has the honor of making OPUS all 5 years. 

 

7th Grade: Hannah Larsen 

8th Grade: Hannah Carmon 

9th Grade: Tyler Ronca and Lauren Vogel 

 

Show choir rehearsals are underway!  Rehearsals for show choir are from 7:15 am-7:55 am 

on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, with the big competition at Dallas-Center Grimes in 

January.  Songs include ―It’s My Life,‖ ―Heaven,‖ ―Open Your Heart/Borderline,‖ and 

―Days Go By.‖ 

 

The 8th graders performed at the Norwalk Festival on Monday October 18, and did a won-

derful job.  Not only did they sing 5 songs with 400 other 8th graders from the area, they 

sang a feature piece, with Craig Jordan accompanying.  There are currently 96 students in 

8th grade choir. 

 

Thank you for supporting your son/daughter in vocal music! 

Mindy DeVries 

 

 

Ballard Community Schools Website 

Were you wondering what time the game is?  Did you need to see what 

is for lunch today?  Were you wondering when your child’s teacher has 

a free period?   

 

All of this information and much more can be found on 

our website, www.ballard.k12.ia.us. 
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JUNIORS, SENIOMrs. Yeager has invited a representative from the  Iowa College Access Network (ICAN)  to give a presentation on the process for completing the  FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). 

JUNIORS, SENIORS AND PARENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also covered will be grants and loans available for college students, 

and how to spot legitimate college funding sources. 
 

This will be a great opportunity for students and parents of  

juniors and seniors to gain insight into the process of  

funding a college education. 

Attention: You are invited to participate in 

Financial Aid Night Monday, 

November 8th at 7:00 p.m. in 

the High School Auditorium -- 

2010-2011 ACT and SAT Testing Dates 

ACT testing dates ACT Registration Deadline  SAT testing dates SAT Registration Deadline 

 December 11  November 5    December 4  November 5 

 February 12, 2011 January 7, 2011                January 22, 2011  December 23 

 April 9, 2011  March 4, 2011    March 12, 2011                February 11, 2011 

  June 11, 2011              May 6, 2011    May 7, 2011   April 8, 2011 

        June 4, 2011   May 6, 2011 

Registration packets and practice tests are available in the  

junior/senior high guidance office 

or register online for the ACT at www.actstudent.org  or  the SAT at 

www.collegeboard.com 

The ACT basic fee is $33.00 w/Writing Test $48.00 and the SAT fee is $47.00. 

Ballard Community Dollars for Scholars is having a Fire Sale!   
 

That's right, it's your Last Chance to fund a Scholarship Endowment for $5000!  As of 
Jan 1st, each new Endowment will be funded with a $7000 donation.  Donations are 
tax-deductible.  For more information, contact Danelle Jensen (233-0494), Brenda 

Brink (597-3487) or Valerie Allen (597-3628). 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
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COLLEGE VISIT DAYS AT BALLARD HIGH SCHOOL 
 

College representatives will be visiting Ballard High School on the 

following dates.  All juniors and seniors are encouraged to visit with 

any of the representatives.  Students are to pick up a pass up from 

the guidance office. Check the Guidance/Registrar web pages for up-

dated calendars of college visits at www.ballard.k12.ia.us/

guidance_registrar/college_rep_visits.htm  
 

Tuesday, November 2 – 10:00 am – Buena Vista University 

Thursday, November 11 – 9:00 am – Drake University 

Thursday, November 11 – 9:45 am – UNI 

Monday, November 15— 9:45 am—Mercy College 

Tuesday, November 16 – 8:45 am – Marshalltown Comm College 

Wednesday, November 17 – 8:30 am – LaJames (Mason City) 

 

ATTENTION:  Sophomores 
 

All sophomores are eligible to apply for the 2011 Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership 

(HOBY) Seminars.  The mission of HOBY is to seek out, recognize and develop 

leadership potential in high school sophomores. 

 

Ballard can select one sophomore to apply for the HOBY Leadership Seminar 

which  will be held at Central College in Pella from June 10 -12, 2011.  Students 

are motivated to accept the challenge of leadership and catch a vision of what can 

be.  All aspects of the seminar are geared to encourage the students to see leader-

ship as a life-long goal worth pursuing.  At the conclusion of the Seminar, stu-

dents are asked to undertake 100 hours of community service during the next 12 

months. 

 

Sophomores interested in applying for this Leadership Seminar should contact 

Peggy in the Jr.-Sr. High guidance office by November 24. 

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/guidance_registrar/college_rep_visits.htm
http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/guidance_registrar/college_rep_visits.htm
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Ballard Athletic Booster Merchandise will be for sale at 
each school location during Conferences, Wednesday, 

November 3 and Thursday, November 4. 

  

Grab a sweatshirt for the upcoming cool weather or shop early 
for friends and family for the holidays!!! 

Ballard Athletic Boosters announces 
  

 SCRABBLE NECKLACES!  

Go online and build your own--Create your own theme. 

  

http://www.etsy.com/shop/BallardSchools 

  

Have suggestions?  Send a "convo" and we'll see what we can do. 

http://www.etsy.com/shop/BallardSchools
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Ballard  Community Dollars for Scholars 
 

     Ballard Community Dollars for Scholars met October 7, 2010, at 7:05 PM in the high school 

teachers lounge with the following present:   Valerie Allen, Brenda Brink, Mary Ellen Hoss-

Sabers, Danelle Jensen, Lisa Leland, Sheila Norris, Dana Rewoldt, Cindi Thomas and new 

members, Peggy Knight and Lisa Mens. 

     Danelle Jensen reported on the recent Homecoming Meal fundraiser which was successful 

with the aid of 5 high school students who helped serve:  Taylor Charter, MaKayla Markley, 

Donovan Cameron, Tiffany Patterson and Chelsie Hoover.  Thank you’s also were sent to 

Burke for the discount on the meat, Sara Lee for the gift of the buns and the Ballard Honor So-

ciety for their gift of $135.  Danelle reported that $1000 was raised for our cause.  The commit-

tee thanked Danelle for her time and effort on this successful project. 

     Valerie Allen presented the treasurers report, no additions or changes were suggested.  She 

reported there are still thirteen 2009 grads who need to collect their scholarship money. 

     DeAnn Thompson of Edward Jones Investment presented her annual report on the endow-

ment investments, specifically to orient the committee toward the need to increase the endow-

ment amount to provide adequate funds for the increase in the base scholarship.  The commit-

tee thanked her for her clear information and her valuable expertise in managing these funds. 

     In old business, the committee voted to raise the amount of the endowment donations to 

$7000, in January, 2011, as had been discussed since the base scholarship was raised to $350. 

Letters to scholarship supporters will be going out by December 1. 

     Also as part of old business, Brenda Brink reported on the sponsors obtained so far for the 

Points for Scholars fundraiser.  She reported that A&R Marketing of Ames has agreed to do-

nate the shirts, provide the design expertise and also donate the screen-printing.  The commit-

tee agreed that  the t-shirt design for this project should be more  Ballard school-oriented 

rather than just sports-oriented, to attract a larger  audience for the sponsors.  Dana Rewoldt 

gave some tips from her past experience with this project. 

     New business included discussion on fundraisers conducted in other school districts, like 

phone-a-thons and Crops for Scholars.  To learn about these fundraisers from other Dollars for 

Scholars chapters, Danelle Jensen encouraged members to attend any or all of the upcoming 

Iowa meetings where best practices in fundraising are presented. 

     The committee was reminded that the Spring Scholarship Award Night is Monday, May 16. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Brenda Brink, co-chair 
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From the Huxley Public Library— 

 
 

During October we held a used-book sale.  There are some 

selections leftover if you’d like to still check it out.  Check 

out the rack right inside our door-bargains available there 

every day!! 

 

Need a good reason to read 

 and discuss a good book? 

Please join us on the first Monday of each month for our book club.  

On November 1 we discuss The Staggorford Murders and begin a new 

title-Long December, by Donald Harstad. 

Pick up your copy today at the circulation desk and join us Monday at 

10:00 on December 6. 

 

Toddlers & preschoolers are always welcome—  

Tuesdays or Wednesdays at 9:30 AM.   

Come to the program just for kids and  

meet with other moms and grandmas too! 

 

 

STUDENTS:  Don’t forget we can get whatever title you’re looking for!  

If we don’t have it here, we’ll borrow from another library.  It’s easy-

just ask  



  

 11 

 



  

 12 

 

Check out the guidance office web page for impor-

tant information for your junior or senior! 

 

Www.ballard.k12.ia.us 

Click on Guidance/Registrar 
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Ballard School District Phone Numbers 
Ballard West Elementary (Grades K-3)                               Administration Office 
105 E. Main, Slater, Iowa                                                                                        602 N. Main Ave, Huxley, Iowa 
Attendance Reporting            228-3890                               Superintendent                        597-2811 

Office                                       228-3890                               Business Manager                   597-2975 

Fax                                          228-3892                                Fax                                           597-2965 

Bus Riding Changes               228-3890 

 

Ballard East Elementary (Grades 4-6) 
505 W. 4th, Cambridge, Iowa 

Attendance Reporting            220-4306                              Other District Numbers 

Office                                       220-4306                              Bus Barn                                 597-2979 

Fax                                          220-4310                              Success Center                       597-2970 

Bus Riding Changes               220-4306                              Taher, Inc (HS Kitchen)         597-2978 

                                                                                              West Kitchen                           228-3893 

Ballard Jr-Sr High (Grades 7-12)                                 East Kitchen                           220-4893 
509 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa                                                                                        
Attendance Reporting           597-2971 (ext 307)               

Office                                      597-2971  

Fax                                         597-2964                                Ballard Website- 
Principal’s Secretary             597-2971 (ext 301)                www.ballard.k12.ia.us 

Activities Secretary               597-2971 (ext 302) 

Guidance /Registration         597-2971 (ext 400)                

Guidance Fax                         597-2818 

 

Attendance/Bus Riding Changes 
The preferred way to contact the elementary sites regarding your child’s absence or to report 

bus riding changes is via an email to attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us.   

Ballard Dimensions is a publication of the Ballard Community School District  

serving the communities of Cambridge, Huxley, Kelley and Slater Iowa 


