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August 2011                                                                  Volume 16; Issue 1 

From the Desk of the Superintendent  

    The end of summer and the beginning of a new school 
year is always an exciting time.  This year at Ballard, as 
we reconfigure the district buildings and open a new high 
school, the excitement building to back to school week 
seems more apparent than ever.  With the  beginning of 
the 2011/2012 school year each building will house a new 
grade configuration.  Additionally, each building will have 
undergone a completed construction project over the sum-
mer or be in the process of completing a construction pro-
ject. 

     Remember that the buildings beginning in August will hold the following 
grades:  Ballard West Elementary—Preschool through 2nd grade, Ballard East Ele-
mentary—3rd grade through 5th grade, Ballard Middle School—6th grade through 
8th grade, and Ballard High School—9th grade through 12th grade 

     As of the writing of this article (July 29), the new Ballard High School is on 
track to open to students on time on back to school night, Tuesday, August 16 with 
the first day of classes beginning Thursday, August 18—these dates apply to all 
buildings and all grades in the Ballard Community School District as well. 

     The really special part of opening the new high school is how eager students, 
staff, and patrons are to tour the new facility.  It is easy to see from interactions 
with folks across the district how proud they are to be a part of this monumental 
time at Ballard.  We are equally excited to begin showing the end result of 24 
months of planning and construction at the new high school. 

The following opportunities are available for tours of the  

new high school: 

Tuesday, August 16  

Back to School Night—Students and Parents/Guardians only  

Back to School Night -Meet the Teachers- 5:30pm to 7:30pm 

 Back to School Night Tours 5:30pm to 8:30pm 

Friday, August 19 

Fall Sports Scrimmage—Tours open to the public 4:00pm to 6:00 pm 

Tuesday, August 23 

First Home Volleyball Match—Tours Open to the Public  4:30pm to 7:00pm 

Friday, August 26 

First Home Football Game—Tours open to the public-  4:30pm to 7:00 pm 

 

We look forward to a spectacular year and thank each of you for your support of the 
Ballard Community School District.   

John Speer 

Superintendent 
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     Ballard Community School District Office News 
Mr. John Speer, Superintendent   

                 From the Transportation Department 
The biggest change for transportation this year is the buses at the middle school 

will be loading/unloading on the west side of the building.  This will leave the 
circle drive open on the east side of the building for parents to pick up/drop off 

students.  Please keep this in mind when dropping off students.  They will need 
enough time to get around to the buses; cars cannot be in the area where the 
buses are. This will give the buses a little more space and parents a lot more 

space to drop off students. This should reduce to congestion in front of the school 
both in the morning and the afternoon. As in years past, there will be a shuttle 
from each of the district buildings to the middle school, including the new high 

school. The transportation department will be available at Back to School night to answer any 
questions you may have on bus assignments. 

Level 1 Investigators 
 

The Ballard Board of Education designates 
Level One Investigators each year.  Board Poli-
cy 530 details procedures for a complaint con-
cerning student abuse.   

The Level 1 student abuse investigator is:  

John Ronca                          515-597-2971 office 

                                             515-597-4076  home                  

Alternate Investigators are as follows: 

Lisa Doland                         515-597-2971 office 

Marty Jimmerson               515-228-3890 office 

                                             515-597-3830 home 

Jamie Coquyt                      515-220-4306 office 

                                             515-597-3133 home 

Thomas Maher                    515-597-2815 office 

                                             515-597-2119 home 

Michael Manock           515-597-2974 office 

                                             515-238-5223 home  

John Speer                          515-597-2975 office 

                                             515-597-3684 home
  

                                              

PAYSCHOOLS 
Reminder that you can add money to your 

child’s lunch account, pay a driver’s education 
fee, or pay for the district 

registration/technology fee on-line.  This on-
line payment system is available 24 hours a 

day 7 days a week anywhere the world-wide-
web is available. The system may be accessed 

from our school home page at 
www.ballard.k12.ia.us. Simply click on the 

PaySchools button at the bottom of the home-
page. The system works like many other online 

systems, requiring you to register. 
 

The school has no access to any of your 
personal or financial information—the 

information is simply used by PaySchools to 
start an account for you to use after registering 
with their system.  Keep in mind that although 

the district receives electronic confirmation 
after paying a bill or adding money to your 

child’s lunch account, it does not automatically 
transfer to the schools financial software.  A 

day or two lag may occur between your 
payment and the payment being assigned to 

the appropriate bill or account. 
Ballard Schools will not profit from the 

use of PaySchools in any way—we offer this 
as a convenient way for those that choose to 

use it to manage school bills and lunch 
accounts.  The school district is charged a 

3.5% fee by PaySchools to have this program.
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News from Ballard West Elementary 
Mr. Marty Jimmerson, Principal 

 

 

 

 

Back-To-School Night! 
Tuesday, August 16 

5:30-7:30 pm 
 

The staff of Ballard West is excited to see you very soon!  Please 
join us for Back-To-School Night on Tuesday, August 16 from 

5:30-7:30 and for our first day of school on Thursday, August 18! 

School will be in session regular hours from 8:00 am—3:00 pm. 

Used Sports Equipment Sale 

 
Please see the notice on page 4 regard-

ing a community used sports equip-
ment sale.  Items will be collected at 

both elementary schools during      
Back-To-School Night 
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News from Ballard East Elementary 
Mr. Jamie Coquyt,  Principal 

Welcome Back! 
It’s hard to believe it’s already time to be thinking about returning to 
school!  We are very excited to welcome the 3rd graders to Ballard East 
and are looking forward to seeing everyone on Back-to-School night.   
 

The construction on our new classrooms is moving along and is expected to 
be complete around the end of October.  I am looking forward to an exciting 
year full of new experiences!   
 

I will see you on Tuesday, August16 from 5:30-7:30 for Back-to-School 
Night.  Don’t miss this opportunity to meet your teacher and check out the 
school. 

Mr. Jamie Coquyt, Principal 

Ballard East Elementary 

WANTED! 
Gently used sports equipment for kids ages 3-12 

Equipment is being collected to be sold at a reasonable price at a sale in the City Coun-
cil Chambers on August 21 and 22 from 5:00-7:00 pm.   

Donation boxes are located at 3C’s, Wee Care Daycare, Whistle Stop Daycare, Lily Pad 
Daycare, Ballard West and Ballard East on Back-to-School Night.   

Please consider cleaning out your closets and donating cleats, ball gloves, shin guards, 
basketball shoes, soccer balls, wrestling shoes and singlets, footballs, bats, baseball 

pants, red/black park and rec t-shirts, etc.  
 

All funds raised will be used to fund scholarships to help kids 
participate in local sports programs. 

 

Please contact Jody Calvert at 515-451-3332                           
with any questions. 
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News from Ballard Middle School 
Mr. Tom Maher, Principal 

 
 

Welcome Back! 
I hope everyone had a great summer and is looking forward to a great 2011-2012 school year!  
The Ballard Middle School staff has been working hard to prepare for the upcoming school year 
and we hope you and your child are excited about starting school.  
 

Back to School Night can sometimes be hectic with students and parents looking for classrooms 
or lockers, so we are going to allow Middle School parents and students access to the building 
and schedules prior to Back to School night.  Starting on Thursday, August 4 through Monday, 
August 15, you may come to the school anytime between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm to look around.  
You child’s schedule and locker assignment will be available in the office for your convenience.  
This is a good time to look around the building and have your child practice opening their locker. 
 

I look forward to seeing you! 

Mr. Tom Maher, Principal 

Ballard Middle School 

 

 

 
 

Back to  

School Night  

 August 16  

5:30-7:30 pm   

Middle School Student/Parent  

Orientation Meeting! 
 

Tuesday, August 16 

6th Grade meeting 5:30 pm 

7th Grade meeting 6:00 pm 

Ballard Middle School Auditorium 

Please plan to attend! 

School Picture Day! 
 

School pictures will be taken 
on Friday, August 19 at both 

the middle school and the high 
school.   

Order forms will be available 
at Back to School night. 

Middle School Schedules  

Available August 3! 

Sign in to Infinite Campus to view your 
schedule.  Please check and be sure your 
schedule is correct.  If you need to make 

changes, please call the office as soon as pos-
sible.  No changes will be done on              

Back-to- School Night! 
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News from Ballard High School 

Mr. John Ronca, Principal      

Mr. Mike Manock, Associate Principal 

Attention Junior Parents! 
Again this year, the junior class will be selling magazine subscriptions in order to raise money for 
our  Junior-Senior Prom.  The sales campaign will begin on Thursday, September 1 and will run 
for 2 weeks.  As in the past, we are requiring each junior that wishes to attend prom free of charge 
to sell a minimum of 7 magazine subscriptions.  If a student does not sell their 7 subscriptions, but 
still wants to attend prom, they will need to pay a fee in order to attend.  If you should have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Darren Herrold 

Junior Class Sponsor 

dherrold@ballard.k12.ia.us  

 

2011-2012 ACT and SAT Testing Dates 
ACT testing dates    ACT Registration Deadline   SAT testing dates SAT Registration Deadline 

September 10                   August 12     October 1  September 9 

October 22              September 16    November 5  October 7 

December 10        November 4   December 3  November 8 

February 11, 2012       January 13, 2012   January 28, 2012 December 30 

April 14, 2012                   March 9, 2012   March 10, 2012 February 10, 2012 

June 9, 2012        May 4, 2012   May 5, 2012  April 6, 2012 

        June 2, 2012  May 8, 2012 

Registration packets and practice tests are available in the high school guidance office 

or register online for the ACT at www.actstudent.org  the SAT at www.collegeboard.com 

The ACT basic fee is $34.00 and the SAT fee is $49.00. 

High School Volleyball 
Parent Meeting 

 

There will be a high 
school volleyball parent 
meeting on Thursday, 
August 11 at 7:00 pm 

 

Dollars For Scholars Academic 
Awards Night 

 

DFS Academic Awards Night has been set for 
Wednesday, October 5 at 7:30 pm.  Please watch fu-

ture issues of Ballard Dimensions for more infor-
mation. 
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News from the Ballard High School Guidance Office 

 

High School Class Schedule Information 
High school schedules will be available on Infinite Campus August 3, 2011.  Parents and students 
please check your schedules to make sure your courses and classes are correct.  If high school stu-
dents have a conflict, open periods or it has been indicated on their schedule to “See Ms. Doland”, 
please call the guidance office at 515-597-2971 ext. 400 (Once we are moved into the new 
building the extension will be 2177) set up an appointment with Ms. Doland.  Please call the 
guidance office before coming to the school.  All changes in schedules should be made prior to Tues-
day, August 16.  

Absolutely no schedule changes will be made on Back-to-School Night or during the first 
week of school.  These days are reserved for new students only! 

IOWA PRIVATE COLLEGE WEEK 
August 1 – 5, 2011 

 
The best way to investigate Iowa private colleges and universities is in person.  Iowa Private Col-
lege Week from August 1 through August 5 is designed to help you do that and save money. Appli-
cation fees will be waived at any of the institutions you visit or at any of the 29 private colleges and 
universities if you visit three or more during the week.  Campus tours and information sessions 
will be held twice each day, at 9:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 
 
To arrange visits, contact participating private colleges.  Peggy Wilson in the guidance office can 
provide toll free phone numbers.  Call her at 597-2971, ext. 400.  You can also register online. at 
www.thinkindependently.com.  

Class of 2011 Graduation Pictures 
Pictures taken of the Class of 2011 graduates receiving their diploma are available in the guidance 

office. Please pick up your picture as soon as possible.   

Thank you! 

Registration Reminder 
School registration fees were due July 15.  Please remit your forms and payment to 
Ballard Community Schools, C/O Peggy Wilson, PO Box 307, Huxley IA 50124 ASAP! 

Forms and payments will not be accepted during Back-To-School Night.    Forms can 
be found on line at www.ballard.k12.ia.us under the “Guidance/Registrar” tab. 

Mandatory fees are as follows:  West (EK-2nd Grade) $10, East (3rd-5th Grade) $20, 
Middle School and High School $25.  PE uniforms are also required for all 6-12 grade 
students taking PE.  Activity passes and drivers ed fees are additional for those they 
pertain to.   
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Ballard Community Page 

Huxley Parks and Rec 
 

Huxley Parks and Rec has many exciting activities coming up for you and your family to 
participate in.  Please check out their website at www.huxleyia.org for all the details re-
garding a government class for 5-8 year olds, HERO’s Halloween Spooktacular and the 
fall fitness schedule.  Registration information for Fall Soccer, Fall Dance Classes, and 

Flag Football are included in the following pages of this publication.  

Ballard Community Clothes Pantry Gives Away 
School Supplies to Ballard Students 

 

The annual school supplies give-away will be held at the Clothes Pantry located behind Ballard 
Creek Community in Huxley, on August 10 & 13 during open hours. 
 

The Slater United Methodist Church and the Ballard Community Clothes Pantry make the event 
possible.  Children attending summer Bible School donate items that in turn, are given to members 
of the Ballard Community School District.   
 

Patrons of the pantry are asked to bring a school supplies list so volunteers can assist in fulfilling 
needs.     
 

The Clothes Pantry is open to anyone regardless of income.  Items are given away!!  There is no 
charge!  We ask that you take only what you need.   The pantry operates entirely with volunteers 
from churches, civic groups and retired citizens.    
 

Hours are Wednesday, 4 – 6 PM, Saturday, 10 AM- 12 noon, Sunday, 1 – 
3 PM.   
 

For more information or to volunteer contact Jeriann McLaughlin at 
515-597-3553. 

Huxley Food Pantry 
     The Huxley Food Pantry is open each Wednesday from 6:00pm-7:00 pm.  
Residents of Kelley and Huxley in need of assistance are able to visit the food 
pantry once each month.  Please bring a photo id and proof of current address.  
The food panty is located in the first house south of Fjeldberg Lutheran Church 
at 209 N. 2nd Ave.  Please call 515-597-2831 with any questions. 
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Ballard School District Phone Numbers 
Ballard West Elementary (Grades EK-2)        Administration Office 
105 E. Main, Slater, Iowa                                                                       602 N. Main Ave, Huxley, Iowa 
Attendance Reporting            228-3890                  Superintendent                        597-2811 
Office                                       228-3890                  Business Manager                   597-2975 
Fax                                          228-3892                   Fax                                           597-2965 
Bus Riding Changes              228-3890 
West Kitchen                          228-3893 
 
Ballard East Elementary (Grades 3-5)             Ballard High School 
505 W. 4th, Cambridge, Iowa                                                                   701 Ballard Drive, Huxley IA 50124 

Attendance Reporting            228-4306                   Attendance Reporting      597-2971 (follow prompt)               
Office                                       220-4306                   Office                                 597-2971 
Fax                                           220-4310                   Fax                                    597-2964 
Bus Riding Changes               220-4306                   Principal’s Secretary        597-2971 (ext 2170) 
East Kitchen                           220-4893                   Activities Secretary          597-2971 (ext 2138)      
                                                                                   High School Kitchen         597-2978      
Ballard Middle School (Grades 6-8)                                  
509 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa                                                                                        
Attendance Reporting           597-2815 (follow prompt)    
Office                                      597-2815                     
Fax                                         597-2818                                 
Principal’s Secretary             597-2815 (ext 200)                 
Activities Secretary               597-2971 (ext 2138) 
Middle School Kitchen          597-2815 

Ballard Bus Barn                    597-2979 
Ballard Website        www.ballard.k12.ia.us 

District Attendance/Transportation e-mail        attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us 

Ballard Kids Club Is Now Enrolling! 
Kids Club is a before and after school program.  We open at 6:45am and close at 6:00pm.  We 
are available everyday including early outs, scheduled no school days and breaks.  Fees are 
based on annual gross income and household size.  We also accept DHS support.   

To enroll in Kids Club, please visit our website at www.yss.org to download registration ma-
terials or contact Kate Sparks, Site Supervisor at 515-291-9050 or kcballard@yass.ames.ia.us.  
Registration materials are due August 16th. 


