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December/January 2012                                                      Volume 16; Issue 4 

From the Superintendent’s Desk 
 

 

Ballard Community Schools Annual Report 2010/2011 
 

The district again last year experienced moderate growth for the school year—we 

had 30  more students roaming our hallways in the 2010/2011 school year than the 

year prior.  This student growth can be attributed to many factors including an ide-

al location between Ames and the Des Moines Metro area, but moreover, families 

choose Ballard and the communities forming our district because of a concerted ef-

fort by the school and all of our local communities in forging a family friendly, car-

ing atmosphere—we thank all of you for your help! 

 

Construction of the new high school continued last year and opened in August.  An 

addition at East Elementary is currently under construction and is scheduled for 

completion near December of this year.   When that addition  is complete, all of our 

buildings will have appropriate and enough space for the students attending school 

in that building.   

 

The financial picture for schools, like families, in this downturn has been challeng-

ing.  Ballard, as a district has been very diligent in the past 6 years to closely moni-

tor our expenditures to always ensure that we are using our funds wisely.  The dis-

trict has made gains from a budgetary standpoint, but cuts in funding will have an 

impact.  Ballard will continue to keep a close eye on the school budget during these 

challenging times.  We can report that the district did again run a surplus for fiscal 

year 2011 (the 2010/2011 school year).  We also have a cumulative positive balance 

in our general fund as we closed the 2011 fiscal year. 

 

As always, we strive to be of service to not only the students, parents, and grand-

parents of students in our district, but hope to achieve our overarching goal of em-

powering all learners—this includes any person within the boundaries of our dis-

trict or affiliated with our district.  We thank you, the patrons of the Ballard Com-

munity School District, and each community (Cambridge, Huxley, Kelley, and Slat-

er) for your continued support.  We hope that through dialogue and open communi-

cation together we can continue to make Ballard a little better each day and a 

great place for students, families, and district patrons. 

 

John Speer 

Superintendent 
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Huxley Public Library 
One-Stop shopping for Christmas! 

Check out a craft book and create your own gifts! 

We also have a large selection of gently used books that will make great gifts! 
We have cook books for new holiday recipes 
and lots of holiday themed novels to read.   

 
Holiday Hours at the Library: 

CLOSED-December 23, 24, 25, 26,  
OPEN-December27, 28, 29 ,30  9:00am-5:00pm 

CLOSED-December 31, January 1, 2 

Student Council News 

 

Ballard High School students have been (and will continue) collecting pop tabs to earn Spirit Stick points for their 

grade level. So far the High School as a whole has collected 55,319 pop tabs!  

Current Standings: 

Freshmen: 14,121 

Sophomores: 6,029 

Juniors: 23,373 

Seniors: 11,796 

 

 

At the end of the year, they will be donated to Ronald McDonald House, who use them to raise money for their pro-

grams. 

“The mission of Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) is to create, find and support programs that directly im-

prove the health and well being of children.” 

One of the main programs run by Ronald McDonald House Charities is the Ronald McDonald House, which “allows 

families to stay near their hospitalized children for little or no cost.” 
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Holiday Cheer Dead-
line Extended! 

If you would still like to send 
some holiday cheer to a  

Ballard Middle School or  

Ballard High School student, the 
deadline has been  

extended to December 15th! 

Stop by the middle school or high 
school office to fill out a form!!  

Ballard High School Winter Formal 
 

When: Saturday, January 28, 2011 

Where: Ballard High School Commons 

Time: 8-11pm 

Cost: $7- single   $13- couple 

The Ballard High School Student 

Council Presents. . . 

 

The Second Annual  

Snowcoming Week! 
 

 
 

This Spirit week during the 
fourth week of January will 
involve dress-up days, com-
petitions, decorations, and 

plenty of school spirit! 
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Wishing Tree Project Helps Families for the Holidays 

at the Ballard Community Clothes Pantry in Huxley 

 

The Clothes Pantry “Wishing Tree Project” will begin the 2011 Holiday Season 

of Giving on Wednesday, November 16 and continue through Wednes-

day,  December 7.  Residents living in the Ballard School District are eligible 

to request assistance with buying  gifts for their children.  Community mem-

bers should come in during open hours and fill out a "Wish List” and put it on 

the tree.   

 

 Pantry hours are: Sundays 1 -3 P.M., Wednesdays 4 – 6, P.M. and Saturdays 

10 – 12 A.M.   

 

Community members wanting to fulfill these wishes should also come in dur-

ing these days and take a “list” home to purchase some of the items requested.    

 

Gifts purchased need to be  returned to the pantry by Saturday,  Decem-

ber 10.   It is up to the individual whether or not to wrap the gifts.  It is recom-

mended to put gifts in a large bag along with wrapping paper and tape as well 

as the list/glove they selected.  Parents then could wrap the gifts themselves.    

 

 Gifts may be picked up by families at the pantry on December  11, or 

14, 17 during open hours, unless other arrangements have been made. 

 

 

For questions about the project or to select a family if these hours do not work, 

call Jeriann McLaughlin @ 597-2971 Ext: 2190 at Ballard High School or email 

jmclaughlin@ballard.k12.ia.us 

The pantry is located behind Ballard Creek Retirement Center on North Hwy 

69 in Huxley. 

 

Please take time to help make a difference in your community!  
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2011-2012 ACT and SAT Testing Dates 

ACT testing dates    ACT Registration Deadline   SAT testing dates SAT Registration Deadline 

                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

February 11, 2012       January 13, 2012                           January 28, 2012 December 30 

April 14, 2012                   March 9, 2012   March 10, 2012 February 10, 2012 

June 9, 2012        May 4, 2012   May 5, 2012  April 6, 2012 

        June 2, 2012  May 8, 2012 

Registration packets and practice tests are available in the high school guidance office 

or register online for the ACT at www.actstudent.org  the SAT at www.collegeboard.com 

The ACT basic fee is $34.00 and the SAT fee is $49.00. 

Financial Aid Applications 

Information regarding FAFSA forms (for college financial aid) is available in 

the guidance office (597-2971 ext 2177).  Applications can be done online at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Students planning to attend college next fall should   

complete the FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1. 

Attention Juniors and Seniors! 
 

Register by January 13 for the February 11 ACT Test 

Registration packets are available in the guidance office or register online at  

Www.actstudent.org for the ACT test 

Www.collegeboard.com for the SAT test 

The Ballard school code number to be used on either application is 162-110 
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ATTENTION:  Juniors 

HERBERT HOOVER  

UNCOMMON STUDENT AWARD 

A $5,000 Scholarship Program 

for Iowa High School Juniors. 

  

Send in a project proposal you feel demonstrates problem solving and organizational skills. The prob-

lem can focus on specific issues or problems in your school, church, or community. 

 

Grades, test scores, and financial need are not part of the selection process.  Students will be selected 

on good works, not grade-point average. 

 

Approximately fifteen juniors will be selected to complete their proposed projects.  These students will 

be required to spend a weekend in June in West Branch, Iowa at the Hoover Presidential Library.  

Each student completing their project will receive $750 and qualify to compete for three (3) $5,000 

scholarships. 

 
The application and two recommendations 

must be postmarked by March 31, 2012. 

 

Application packets are available in the junior-senior high school guidance office or apply online at:  

www.hooverassociation.org. 

Open Enrollment Information 
 

Parents/guardians considering the use of the open enrollment option to enroll their child/ren in another 

public school district in the State of Iowa should be aware of the following dates: 

March 1, 2012 – Last date for regular open enrollment requests for the 2012-2013 school year. 

   If the student meets the definition of good cause under 281-Iowa Administrative Code 17.4(1) because 

of a change in residence or is entering kindergarten for the 2012-2013 school year the application can be 

accepted after March 1, 2012 for the 2012-2013 school year. 

   A pupil who transfers school districts under open enrollment in all grades 9 through 12, shall not be eli-

gible to participate in varsity contests and competitions during the first 90 school days of transfer. 

   Parents/guardians of open-enrolled students whose income falls below 160 percent of the federal pov-

erty guidelines are eligible for transportation assistance.  This may be in the form of actual transportation 

or in the form of a cash stipend.   

   If a request to transfer a student to another district is denied by the Board of Education for failure to 

show good cause or for not meeting the request deadline, the parent or guardian may appeal the decision 

either to the Director of the Department of Education or to the State Board under Iowa Code Chapter 290. 

   For further details, contact the Ballard Administration Office: Janice Halverson – 515-597-2975.  Contact 

person at the State Department of Education:  Eric Heitz, Consultant – 515-281-4726. 

http://www.hooverassociation.org/
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Ballard School District Phone Numbers 
Ballard West Elementary (Grades EK-2)        Administration Office 
105 E. Main, Slater, Iowa                                                                       509 N. Main Ave, Huxley, Iowa 
Attendance Reporting            228-3890                  Superintendent                        597-2811 

Office                                       228-3890                  Business Manager                   597-2975 

Fax                                          228-3892                   Fax                                           597-2965 

Bus Riding Changes              228-3890 

West Kitchen                          228-3893 

 

Ballard East Elementary (Grades 3-5)             Ballard High School 
505 W. 4th, Cambridge, Iowa                                                                   701 Ballard Drive, Huxley IA 50124 

Attendance Reporting            220-4306                   Attendance Reporting      597-2971 (follow prompt)               

Office                                       220-4306                   Office                                 597-2971 

Fax                                           220-4310                   Fax                                    597-2964 

Bus Riding Changes               220-4306                   Principal’s Secretary        597-2971 (ext 2170) 

East Kitchen                           220-4893                   Activities Secretary          597-2971 (ext 2138)      

                                                                                   High School Kitchen         597-2971 (ext 2102)      

Ballard Middle School (Grades 6-8)                                  
509 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa                                                                                        
Attendance Reporting           597-2815 (follow prompt)    

Office                                      597-2815                     

Fax                                         597-2818                                 
Principal’s Secretary             597-2815 (ext 200)                 

Activities Secretary               597-2971 (ext 2138) 

Middle School Kitchen          597-2815 (ext 214) 

Ballard Bus Barn                    597-2979 

Ballard Website        www.ballard.k12.ia.us 

District Attendance/Transportation e-mail        attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us 

District Food Service Director      597-2811 (ext 1010) 

District Registrar, Peggy Wilson                515-597-2971 ext 2177 

 

 

Please visit our website 

www.ballard.k12.ia.us to  

access menus, the activity 

calendar, teacher email  

addresses, Ballard School 

Board agendas and minutes, 

and much more! 

 


