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September 2011                                                                  Volume 16; Issue 2 

From the Desk of the Superintendent  

     

 

The new school year has begun and we are off and running.  I wanted to take a minute to thank 

our students, parents and staff for making the beginning of the 2011/2012 school year so posi-

tive.  The district is experiencing an incredible amount of change and everyone with whom I 

have had contact is taking the growing pains in stride and focusing on the positive.  As a dis-

trict, we have much to be thankful for and the people of the Ballard Schools are on the top of 

that list. 

 

The new high school is open for school and to the public.  There are many things to be completed 

over the course of the next few months, but the major systems are up and running and classes 

are taking place.  We have been overjoyed with the number of people who have toured the new 

building at back to school night, or in conjunction with one of our early sporting events.  The 

response from the community has been overwhelmingly positive and we thank all of you for your 

support. 

 

I did want to take a minute to discuss what is still to be done at the new building.  There are 

quite a few punch-list items—small tweaks or fixes to minor problems.  These will be fixed by 

the general contractor and sub-contractor over the course of the next few months.  The major 

areas still to be addressed are the auditorium and the buffed concrete flooring in the lower and 

upper classroom areas. 

 

The stage rigging, curtains, and some of the technological components of the auditorium are be-

ing completed as we speak.  These should be wrapped up within several weeks and the auditori-

um will be ready for use.  We are extremely excited to hold our first concert and musical in the 

new space. 

 

Both the lower hallway and upper hallway buffed concrete corridors and classrooms need to be 

addressed by the general contractor and subcontractor to meet the final specifications outlined 

in the construction contract.  This is something that could not be accomplished prior to school 

starting, if we had any hope of beginning school on time, so will need to be addressed next sum-

mer after classes have been dismissed.  When done right, buffed concrete is a cost conscious, 

very low maintenance floor.  We are confident that the contractor and subcontractor can provide 

floors that meet specifications and standards, but will need an extended period of time to get the 

job done right. 

 

With the completion of the High School and the completion of the addition at East Elementary, 

all of our buildings will have a handful of classrooms to grow into.  It is nice to walk into build-

ings this fall that are not overcrowded and jam packed with students. 

 

As always, we thank you for your support and hope you have a great school year. 

 

 

John Speer 

Superintendent 
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SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION 

   The School Board Election for all Iowa schools is Tuesday, September 
13.  Polls will be open from NOON until 8:00 PM as in past years.  There 

are three seats up for election this year and each is a 4 year term:   

District 1  Tim Erickson is running 

District 2 Kirk Peterson is running 

 At Large Joyce Peterson is running 

Standard Fee Waiver Application:   

This application must be completed each year.   

Filing an application for free or reduced meals does NOT take care of this.  

The Standard Fee Waiver Application Form must be filed to get a fee waived or reduced. Stu-

dents whose families meet the income guidelines for free and reduced price lunch, the Family 

Investment Plan (FEP), transportation assistance under open enrollment, or who are in fos-

ter care are eligible to have their student fees waived.  Students whose families are experi-

encing a temporary financial difficulty may be eligible for a temporary waiver of student fees.  

Parents of students who believe they may qualify for a temporary financial hardship should 

print off a waiver form from the Ballard School website or obtain one from the building secre-

tary.   

For any student whose family qualifies for any of the criteria that is listed under the full 

waiver portion of the form, the Driver Education Fee of $340.00 will be waived. For those 

students who are approved for the partial waiver, the Driver Education Fee will be $136.00 

per student. The fee waiver, if approved, also applies to the registration/technology fee for all 

EK-12 students.   

Ballard PTO 
The PTO would like to encourage everyone to participate in the many activities that we coordinate 
throughout the school year. We welcome all to attend our meetings; however we know it is not always 
possible for many to do this. We can still use your help! Please email me at jburnes@ballard.k12.ia.us to 
be put on our PTO e-mail list. 
 

PTO meets the second Tuesday of the month at the Middle School in the Teacher's Lounge at 6:30-
7:30. Here are the dates we will be meeting this year: 9/13, 10/11, 11/8, 12/13, 1/10, 2/21, 4/10, 5/8. 
 

We are kicking off our Fall Fundraiser with Club's Choice Fundraising. Student packets will be sent 

home on Friday, September 2. All packets are due Monday, September 12. DELIVERY DATE is 

Tuesday, October 18, 5-7 at Ballard West Elementary. 
 

Hope to see you there! 

Jenni Burnes 

PTO President 

mailto:jburnes@ballard.k12.ia.us
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   Mr. Maher Receives Patriot Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Maher, Principal of Ballard Middle School (center) received a Patriot Award from Brett McLain, ESGR  

Volunteer (left). Maher had been nominated by SFC Jeremiah Cox, (right). 

     Brett McLain, ESGR  (Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve) volunteer from Ames, present-

ed a Patriot Award Wednesday, Aug. 24, to Tom Maher, principal of the Ballard Middle School, who 

had been nominated by SFC Jeremiah Cox of the 391st Medical Company (LOG) of the Army Reserve. 

Maher also signed a Statement of Support for ESGR. Mr. Cox is a Ballard Middle School special educa-

tion teacher. 

Middle School Vocal Music 
 

Hello parents of 6th-8th grade vocal music students!   
 

We are off to a great start at the middle school—learning OPUS selections, our concert music, sol-

fege warm ups, and getting to know each other.  Thank you for encouraging your son or daughter to 

be involved in vocal music here at Ballard. 
 

A few reminders about events coming up:  
 

7th and 8th grade Show Choir (REMIX) will begin morning rehearsals on SEPTEMBER 27 at 7:15 

am.  Rehearsals will be every Tuesday and Thursday morning until the end of January.  If you did 

not receive an information note from your child, let me know. 
 

8th graders will attend an all-day vocal festival in Norwalk on Monday, October 17.  They will re-

hearse in Norwalk all afternoon, and there is a concert that night at 7:00 pm.  You are definitely en-

couraged to attend!  I will be giving all 8th grade students an informational letter in the next few 

weeks. 
 

The first concert of the year will be on Thursday, November 10 @ the High School Auditorium.  6th 

grade choirs will perform at 6:30 pm, with 7th and 8th graders following at 7:30 pm.  It will be won-

derful to be in the new space and hear these kids sing! 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.   

Mindy DeVries 

515-597-2815 x 132              mdevries@ballard.k12.ia.us 
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Principal’s View 
 

I have been part of the Ballard School District for twenty-two years now and I can 

honestly say that I never dreamed I would be fortunate enough to be part of an epic event 

like the opening of our new high school!  The past three years have been both exhilarating 

and exhausting, but thanks to every person that has had a hand in this process we have fi-

nally been able to open an absolutely wonderful facility.   

 

I would like to thank the Haila Architecture Group and JP Cullen& Sons for their 

outstanding work on this project.  We developed some very special relationships with people 

from these organizations and many of the Iowa workers that were hired who took pride in 

the work that they performed in our facility. 

 

I wanted to take the time to thank all of the patrons of the four communities that 

make up the Ballard district for your support in passing the bond issue to make this new 

high school a reality.  You placed the needs of our students first and we are grateful for 

that.  Our young adults will most certainly benefit from this facility for decades to come. 

 

I would like to encourage the community to come to events at the new school.  You 

will enjoy plenty of elbow room and experience quality sound systems in air conditioned 

venues!  We had our largest volleyball crowd in years for our season opener and people real-

ly seemed to enjoy the new gym.  Our coaches and athletes appreciated your support. 

 

These truly are exceptional and exciting times within the Ballard community.  We 

are prepared to assist you with the academic, social and emotional growth of your children 

as they mature into young adults.  We are very proud to serve you.  Please do not hesitate 

to call on us if you need anything.   

 

John Ronca, Principal 

Ballard High School 

REMINDER TO JUNIOR PARENTS: 

A reminder that our Junior Magazine Sales Campaign runs from September 1– September 16.  Jun-

iors are required to sell at least 7 magazines if they want to attend our 2012 prom free of charge.  If 

you should have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  

Darren A. Herrold, Junior Class Sponsor  

dherrold@ballard.k12.ia.us  515.597.2971, EXT. 2191  

mailto:dherrold@ballard.k12.ia.us
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News from the Ballard High School Guidance Office 

Registration Fee Reminder 

Registration technology fees are past due.   

Parents/Guardians, if you have not paid your child/childrens’ fee,  

please do so immediately.   

Mail all payments to: 

Peggy Wilson 

Ballard Schools 

PO Box 307 

Huxley, IA 50124-0307 

Or pay online through Payschools 

2011-2012 ACT and SAT Testing Dates 

ACT testing dates    ACT Registration Deadline   SAT testing dates SAT Registration Deadline 

                                                                               October 1  September 9 

October 22              September 16    November 5  October 7 

December 10        November 4   December 3  November 8 

February 11, 2012       January 13, 2012   January 28, 2012 December 30 

April 14, 2012                   March 9, 2012   March 10, 2012 February 10, 2012 

June 9, 2012        May 4, 2012   May 5, 2012  April 6, 2012 

        June 2, 2012  May 8, 2012 

Registration packets and practice tests are available in the high school guidance office 

or register online for the ACT at www.actstudent.org  the SAT at www.collegeboard.com 

The ACT basic fee is $34.00 and the SAT fee is $49.00. 

Computer/Technology Fee Rates: 

West—$ 10.00 

East—$20.00 

Middle School $20.00 

High School $25.00 

Attention Sophomores and Juniors 

The PSAT test will be given at Ballard High School on Wednesday, October 12.   

This test is important for Juniors because it is the first step in qualifying to be a  

National Merit Scholar. 

Those wanting to take the PSAT test need to sign up in the guidance office and pay the 

$14.00 testing fee by Friday, September 23.  Students who do not sign up for the 

PSAT by September 23 will not be guaranteed a test. 
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Ballard Dollars for Scholars 

Homecoming Meal  

 
Join us for the Annual Fundraiser for  

Ballard Dollars for Scholars! 

Friday, September 30  5-7 pm 

Ballard High School 

Juicy Pork Sandwiches and the fixin's plus a chance to 

tour the new school.  See you then! 

Ballard Music Boosters Pizza Supper 

Don’t Cook!  Let us serve you! 

Friday, September 16 

5:00-7:00 PM 

Ballard Middle School Cafeteria 

Pizza Meal $6.00 
 

All proceeds go to the Ballard band and vocal music programs. 

This past year Ballard Music Boosters contributed to the Ballard music programs with the 

purchase of choir robes and stoles, new instruments and equipment for the transition to the 

new high school and support to the elementary classrooms as well.   

Thank you for your support!   

If you are interested in more information or getting involved with Ballard Music Boosters, 

please email us at ballardmusic.iowa@gmail.com 
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Ballard School District Phone Numbers 
Ballard West Elementary (Grades EK-2)        Administration Office 
105 E. Main, Slater, Iowa                                                                       602 N. Main Ave, Huxley, Iowa 
Attendance Reporting            228-3890                  Superintendent                        597-2811 

Office                                       228-3890                  Business Manager                   597-2975 

Fax                                          228-3892                   Fax                                           597-2965 

Bus Riding Changes              228-3890 

West Kitchen                          228-3893 

 

Ballard East Elementary (Grades 3-5)             Ballard High School 
505 W. 4th, Cambridge, Iowa                                                                   701 Ballard Drive, Huxley IA 50124 

Attendance Reporting            228-4306                   Attendance Reporting      597-2971 (follow prompt)               

Office                                       220-4306                   Office                                 597-2971 

Fax                                           220-4310                   Fax                                    597-2964 

Bus Riding Changes               220-4306                   Principal’s Secretary        597-2971 (ext 2170) 

East Kitchen                           220-4893                   Activities Secretary          597-2971 (ext 2138)      

                                                                                   High School Kitchen         597-2978      

Ballard Middle School (Grades 6-8)                                  
509 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa                                                                                        
Attendance Reporting           597-2815 (follow prompt)    

Office                                      597-2815                     

Fax                                         597-2818                                 
Principal’s Secretary             597-2815 (ext 200)                 

Activities Secretary               597-2971 (ext 2138) 

Middle School Kitchen          597-2815 

Ballard Bus Barn                    597-2979 

Ballard Website        www.ballard.k12.ia.us 

District Attendance/Transportation e-mail        attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us 

 

District Registrar, Peggy Wilson                515-597-2971 ext 2177 

 

 

 

Being a Big Brother or Big Sister is one of the most enjoyable 

things you’ll ever do. Not to mention, one of the most ful-

filling. You have the opportunity to help shape a child’s future 

for the better by empowering them to achieve. And the best 

part is, it’s actually a lot of fun. You and your “Little” can 

share the kinds of activities you already like to do.  For more 

information, visit http://www.bbbsia.org or call (515) 288-

http://www.bbbsia.org

